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The diocesan convention this year featured "Abundance in Scarcity.” Bishop von-
Rosenberg reminded us of the need to have faith and then shared examples of abun-
dance in mission, time, and budget around our diocese. Several parishes shared ex-
amples of living abundantly during this time. I was reminded of our commitment to
children’s chapel so faithfully nurtured by loving individuals; our commitment to
praying for those asking our prayers by a small handful of prayer warriors; our com-
mitment to our buildings cared for so lovingly by a group of folks who share their
gifts by cleaning inside and a second group caring for our grounds; our commitment
to homelessness by a group of folks who never miss a chance to share when we host
IHN families; our commitment to beautiful music so loving shared by our wonderful
musicians and singers each week; the examples are endless.

Our guest speaker, the Rev. Dr. Anthony Bailey, challenged us to live lives that go
beyond praying, singing, and saying the words in our music and liturgy, but to live
lives that are transformed by them in real ways. We were also challenged to remem-
ber the words taught by Jesus, "Give us THIS day our daily bread.” We were chal-
lenged to trust that our needs for today will be met. So while we must plan for our
future, today we need to trust that all that we need will be provided and we must
share our gifts and talents in ways that affirm and encourage one another in this
place and in the world because we have indeed been blessed abundantly.

~Mother Julie

Madre’s Musings

Learning something new. My first Vestry meeting as Sr. Warden went like clock
work. Some of the highlights from the meeting:
A Proposal that requested ECSET be given extra funds from a restricted account
was approved.
Dates for the 2010 Vestry retreat were set.
A report from those attending Diocesan Convention was given.

We are looking for another Vestry member. Can you serve?

ECW 2010 Spring Conference will be April 16th & 17th at DuBose Conference
Center. The. Rev. Dr. Dan Matthews will be the keynote speaker. Please let Dawn
Harkness know if you are interested in attending. There is a flyer posted on the
bulletin board with more details.

TAKING CARE OF OUR SOLDIER IN THE 252ND INFRANTRY DIVISION -
The box for Curtis Parker is in Wynn Hall. The date to send has been extended for
several weeks.

St. Alban’s Episcopal Church
7514 Hixson Pike
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THORNE SPARKMAN SCHOOL OF ReLIGION: will be held every Wednesday night in
Lent beginning February 24, 2010. The Thorne Sparkman School began during Lent 1974, the
brainchild of the Rev. John
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It is important to register early so that the organizers can assure a place in the school. Organizers said,
"While there is no absolute deadline, we would
later than Monday, Feb. 22.""

Courses include: The Modernity of Milton, Mr. Bill Cushman, retired English teacher, The Baylor School.;
We shall not cease from exploration: T.S. Eliot's Four Quartets, Dr. Charles Thornbury, professor emeritus,
St. Johndés Coll ege, Mi nneapol i s, Mn . ; Liturgy:
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choirmaster, St . Paul 6s Church; The Gospel according

Theology, The University of the South; The Labyrinth, Dr. Lilan Lasley, Adjunct professor of Philosophy
and Religion, The University of Tennessee at Chattanooga.

What 6s N @eWifPoe hosting  Free Soup & Service the first Wednesday of

each month beginning  Wednesday, April 7th . Watch future newsletters and St. Albans
News for additional information. Hel p us spread the word in the
everyone is welcome.

TOILETRY DROP-OFF IN WYNN HALL: While on trips, if you wish, please
collect the toiletries from hotels and put them in the collection box found in Wynn
Parish Hall. Toiletries will be donated to clients at Metropolitan Mercy Ministry
(preciously named Episcopal Metropolitan Ministry) and to homeless shelters.

PROJECT HOMELESS CONNECT: Many thanks for your toiletry and

clothing donations to Chattanoogads

held January 28", had a tremendous turnout with service providers coming
in to help the homeless at one central location. Along with providers, there
were dentists providing dental care, nurses from UTC offering foot massages,
as well as, a hot luncheon meal with live music brightening up this event at
the National Guard Armory. It was truly wonderful to see so many people
pulling together to serve those in need in our community. The homeless were
truly grateful and spoke of their thankfulness to the volunteers and service
providers.

OUR NEXT IHN (INTERFAITH HOMELESS NETWORK) WEEK i
MARCH 14-21°" Our IHN guests will be arriving on Sunday, March 14™. Please
consider being involved in some way during our week of hosting homeless fami-
lies. The sign-up and information board is up in the Narthex. In addition to need-
ing dinner, activity and overnight hosts there are other ways to help: set-up on
March 14™ following the 10:30am service, signing up to be a greeter when the
families come in at Spm, being an emergency contact person when we have only
one volunteer at the church and helping in the clean-up at 7am on the 21* when
the families leave from our church. It takes many volunteers in making an IHN
week a successful one and your involvement in this ministry is always appreciated
by our guests.
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friends every Sunday during Lent. Wedl |l be sharing wonderful

the AMystery and Faces of Easter. o

House Blessi NQS:. During the Easter season Mother Julie will be available for house
blessings on Sundays and Wednesday, please see the sign up sheet in the Narthex. If you have
questions, talk to Mother Julie or Bill and Dianne who recently had their new home blessed.

The little church with a big heart.
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http://www.chattanoogan.com/articles/article_168814.asp#

Magnetic Church Conference Friday, March 05,
2010 6:30 PM -Saturday, March 06, 2010 4:00 PM
(Central Time) at St. George's Episcopal Church,
Nashville. A gifted lay evangelist and humorous,
inspiring speaker, Andy Weeks, created this pro-
1Fyou e #, hey il .6 gram to involve skeptics, stimulate activists & en-

gage the curious - to help everyone learn more

about new member ministry. As he has for
churches all across North America, he will: invite us into his faith journey; guide us
through this spiritually based, fun and practical exploration of evangelism; and, chal-
lenge us to embrace new and creative ministries, not more tasks. For More Info:
Phone: 615-661-0890, Email: cynthiaseifert@gmail.com

March 13: 'SOUL FOOD,' CHRISTIAN FORMATION WORKSHOP for Christian edu-
cators- paid staff and volunteers, 10 a.n8 p.m. at Grace Point Camp and Retreat Center.
Connect with Christian Educators across the diocese, share resources and learn from one an-
other. Participants are asked to bring examples of activities or resources that have been suc-
cessful in your parishes. Registration fee is $10. Contact Pam Blaprk@aol.conor 423
886-4054.

March 13: 'CHASING SNAKES,' 10k race and 4k fitness walk to benefit Interfaith
Hospitality Network of Johnson City, sponsored by St. John, Johnson City. All are invited to
participate. Race information, course map and registration are availhttje:/t:
www.chasingsnhakes10k.com/

MARCH 14: 'FACING MORTALITY WITH FRIENDS AND FAMILY.' GLENN GRABER, PH.D., DIOCESAN BIO-
ETHICS COMMITTEE CHAIR, WILL PRESENT THE LAST OF THREE PROGRAMS IN & SERIES CENTERED
AROUND THE THEME, "THE PEOPLE WE SELECT IN OUR LIFE JOURNEY," OFFERED BY ASCENSION,
KNOXVILLE, 3 - 5 P.M. CALL 865-588-0589 FOR INFORMATION.

March 15-17 '"COURAGE TO LIVE YOUR AUTHENTIC LIFE," a
retreat led by diocesan spiritual directors RaRa Schlitt and Ann Holtz, is
about "transforming into who we are meant to be." The retreat will be
held at Valle Crucis Conference Center. For brochure, go to http://
etdiocese.net/Events/03-15-2010AuthenticLifeRetreat.pdf.

April 17, April 24, May 1: 'CALL TO MINISTRY' regional conversations. A
different approach is planned for this year's Ministry Conference.

The diocesan office of Ministry and Congregational Development, in
conjunction with the Commission on Ministry, will host regional

conversations this spring about our church's "Call to Lay Ministry."

The conversations will be held 9:30 a.m. to noon at the following

dates and locations:
April 17 Good Samaritan, Knoxville
April 24 St. Thaddaeus, Chattanooga
May 1 St. Christopher, Kingsport
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Contact Rick Govan at rgovan@etdiocese.net or 423 - 698- 1222.
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